Virtual ceremony streamed live from
The Round Room, Mansion House, Dublin

Welcome
Welcome Note from National Lottery CEO, Andrew Algeo

Message from our guest of honour, An Taoiseach Micheál Martin

I am delighted to welcome you to the third annual National Lottery
Good Causes Awards. This year’s event is unique as it is our first time to
host the event virtually and to greet you all from the comfort of your own
homes.

It is a privilege to play a part in the National Lottery Good Causes Awards
celebrations and to witness the exceptional organisations all over the
island of Ireland doing extraordinary work to make a positive difference
in their communities.

Saturday 29th May is all about recognising and celebrating the incredible work being
done in communities all over Ireland. This past year has been difficult for so many
people following the effects of the pandemic. During this time, we have experienced
just how important our sports clubs, organisations, groups and community projects
truly are to our physical and mental wellbeing. Good Causes funding plays an
important role in ensuring that such groups can continue to widen their positive
impact within every town and county across the country. Since establishing in 1987,
National Lottery players have raised €6 billion which has benefited society in the
areas of Arts, Community, Culture, Health, Heritage, Recreation, Youth and the Irish
Language.

In 2020, the people of Ireland came through unprecedented times and one of the
things that brought us all through it has been our strong sense of community.

Following the announcement of our finalists back in February, our judging panel were
both awe-struck and moved by all 36 groups who they had the pleasure of meeting
remotely. Deciding on this year’s winners was no easy feat as everyone involved really
highlighted just how significant their work has been within their communities.
Special thanks to Nuala Carey who offered excellent insight and guidance throughout
the entire process as Chair of the Judging panel. I would also like to thank our judges
Seamus Griffin, Fergus Finlay and Jennifer Crowe for their enthusiasm in considering
over 500 entries and their dedication to carefully selecting this year’s deserving
winners.
While we may be separated and social distancing for this year’s ceremony, the Good
Causes Awards will continue to honour the inspiring groups all over Ireland who do
extraordinary work all year round and use Good Causes funding to benefit those
around them. I am thrilled to virtually welcome you for what I know will be a highly
memorable afternoon.

The unwavering commitment of the groups and organisations who used their Good
Causes funding to continue to support their communities during such a pivotal time
is inspiring. Each of the finalists recognised in this year’s Good Causes Awards truly
performed a public service.
Raising funds for deserving causes all over Ireland has been the central purpose of the
National Lottery since it was established by the Irish Government in 1987. The support
of the people of Ireland has endured for over 34 years and has resulted in over
€6 billion being raised to date.
These funds have had a significant effect on our society and ensured that thousands
of individuals, groups and organisations have had the necessary supports in place to
make a positive impact on their communities.
Showing our appreciation for the tremendous contributions made by groups and clubs
with their time, effort and impact, is important. The National Lottery Good Causes
Awards offer a unique opportunity to shine a light on all of the people who work
tirelessly day-in and day-out to make our society a better place for everyone in it.
Congratulations to this year’s National Lottery Good Causes Awards finalists. I admire
all of the hard work you continue to do to help others and see how truly deserving you
all are of your places in the final of this competition.

Your Host

About The Awards Competition

Gráinne Seoige

Huge thanks to staff volunteers from the National Lottery who spent hours and
days reading, reviewing and scoring the hundreds of applications that were
received. This was followed up with a second round of judging with a smaller
judging panel that resulted in the selection of the 36 National Finalists.

Award-winning broadcaster Gráinne Seoige began her career at Teilifís
na Gaeilge in 1998 and since then she has worked with RTÉ, Virgin
Media, Sky News, ITV and BBC.
Gráinne has presented a wide variety of TV shows including Sky News
Today, Sunrise, All Ireland Talent Show, Seoige, Crimecall, Up for the
Match and That’s Britain.

Each of the 36 finalists then presented (virtually!) to our National Finals
Adjudicators Panel. Under the not-so-normal circumstances, they all did their
organisations extremely proud.

A winner of the Hewlett Packard Duais na Gaeilge award, Gráínne is
widely recognised for her work in promoting the Irish Language.

Virtual Event Schedule

The National Final Adjudicators

The event will commence at 1.00pm on Saturday, 29th May 2021
Awards Ceremony hosted by Gráinne Seoige, with special guest presenters
•
•
•

Heritage Category Winner Award
Sport Category Winner Award
An Ghaeilge Gradam Speisialta

Special guest performance by Tolü Makay
•
•
•
•

Youth Category Winner Award
Health & Wellbeing Category Winner Award
Community Category Winner Award
Arts & Culture Category Winner Award

Announcement of the National Lottery Good Cause of the Year Award

Nuala Carey

Lotto Presenter
and Chair of the
Adjudicators

Seamus Griffin

Fergus Finlay

Retail Council Member
Columnist
Independent Adjudicator Independent Adjudicator

Jennifer Crowe

CSR & Good Causes Manager,
The National Lottery

Now, meet the finalists...

Community

Arts & Culture

Community is at the heart of everything in Ireland. Using Good Causes
funding, finalists in this category make their communities a better place
in which to live.

Ireland is renowned all over the world for its creative strengths and talents. Finalists in this category use
Good Causes funds to promote arts and culture throughout the country, encouraging artistic expression,
cultural awareness and participation.

Age Action
Ireland

Daingean
GAA

Headway
Limerick

Baboró
International
Arts Festival
for Children

Children’s
Books
Ireland

Cyclone
Repertory
Co. Ltd

Immigrant
Council
of Ireland

Irish Deaf
Society

Kilbarrack Coast
Community
Programme

Dance Theatre
of Ireland

Graffiti
Theatre
Company

International
Dublin Gay
Theatre Festival

Sport & Recreation

Heritage

Ireland is a proud sporting nation. Finalists in this category demonstrate excellence in using
Good Causes funds to promote sport for the benefit of their club members and the wider
community.

Our rich heritage is to be treasured. Finalists in this category use Good Causes
funding to protect, preserve and promote local heritage for the betterment of their
communities.

Ballintubber
GAA Club

Kanturk
Cycling
Club

Raphoe
Community
Sports
Development

Cork
Folklore
Project

Cork
LGBT
Archive

Irish Peatland
Conservation
Council

Ratoath
Athletic
Club

Shankill
Tennis
Club

South
Dublin
Taekwondo

Letterkenny
Cathedral
Quarter

Kilkenny
Famine
Experience

Wildlife
Rehabilitation
Ireland

Youth
Our young people are our future. These incredible organisations used Good Causes
funding to support, motivate and encourage young people across Ireland to reach
their true potential.

Autism Support
Louth & Meath

BeLonG To
Youth
Services

Blue Box
Creative
Learning
Centre

Focus
Ireland

Millennium
Family
Resource
Centre

The Irish
Pilgrimage
Trust

Health & Wellbeing

Irish Language Special Award

The health and well-being of the country is paramount. Finalists in this category use Good Causes
funding in innovative ways to benefit the health and well-being of their local communities and
society in general.

This award goes to an organisation that has used Good Causes funds in the most innovative and
wide-reaching way to promote and advance the use of the Irish Language.

Children in
Hospital
Ireland

Dublin
Rape Crisis
Centre

East Galway &
Midlands Cancer
Support

LauraLynn
Ireland’s
Children’s
Hospice

Lough Ree
Lanesborough
Angling Hub

Naas
Community
First Responders

Bronntar an gradam seo ar eagraíocht a fhaigheann maoiniú ó chiste Dhea-Chúiseanna
an Chrannchuir Náisiúnta agus a bhfuil leas bainte aici as an maoiniú ar an mbealach is
nuálaí agus is forleithne chus úsáid na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn.

The Trophies
Our unique winners trophies have been created
by artists Michael Calnan & Gunvor Anhøj at
their forge in Blessington, Co. Wicklow.
Each trophy is crafted from bronze, steel and
Connemara marble and pays tribute to the true
stars of the Good Causes Awards.

Stay Social
Share your photos from wherever
you are watching the ceremony.

We’re at:
Facebook nationallotteryireland
Twitter @NationalLottery
Instagram @NationalLottery

#GoodCausesAwards

#GoodCausesAwards

